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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY _
JOHN THONER HOUSE HABS No. WV-186
Lo¢ation: 2238 Market 3treet, Wheeling,
Jhio County, West Virginia.
Present Owner: Charles A. Norten.
Present Occupant: Anne's Corner on the Market.
Present Use: Handcrafts Shop.
Significance: John A. Thoner, an immigrant from Germany, built this

combination residence and store about 1877. It is a

narrow two-and-a-half story brick structure with a

steeply pitched roof, Two cornice lines accentuate

the south facade and visually emphasize the separation
. between the residential and commercial functions of the

bulldlng

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

'A. ;Phys1ca1 sttory'

© 1. Date of erection: ¢, 1877. The Ohio County, City and County Land
"~ Book stated in 1877 that parts of Lots 129 and 130 of Eoff and i
- Chapline Additions were unimproved. The followlng year the Land
Book indicated that this property had been improved by a new bulld--'
ing valued at $1820.00. :

2. Architect*' Not known.

3. Original and subsequent owners: The Thoner House was built on parts
of Lots 129 and 130 of Eoff and Chapline Addition of the Center
District of Wheeling. The following references to the title of this
property are found in the Ohio County, West Virginia Deed Books:

1866 Deed, 7 November, recorded in Deed Book 51, page 45, William
H. Moore et al to Adolph Kcenig et al (Stoesel, Berger &
Patton, partners under the firm name of Koenig-Patton § Cc.)
81550 for all of Lot 129, Eoff and Chapiine Addition.

1876 0Oeed, 30 September, rTecorded in Deed Book 66, page 5. Adolph
Koenig et al to John Thoner $1100 for part of Lot 129 (22'1")
{(Morth one third) in Eoff and Chapline Addition.
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1880 Deed, 2 December, rescorded in Deed Book 71, page 531.
Elizabeth Wilke to John Thoner $175.00 for South 3' of Lot
130 in Eoff and Chapline Addition,

Deed of Trust (mortgage) recorded in Deed of Trust Book 27,
tage 2Z3. Francis 2. Thoner o W. J. W. Cawden 351870.00
Jromissory note  payaole at the Doilar 3avings 3ank for North
one thira of Lot 1I9 and South 3' of Lot 130,

1894 Will probated 20 March, recorded in Will Book 7, page 363.
Francis E. Thoner devised to Mary Elizabeth Thoner and John
Sebastian Thoner.

1894 Deed, 14 April, recorded in Deed Book 92, page 184. W. J. W.
Cowden, Trustee to Dollar Savings Bank $1950.00 for part of
Lot 129 and part of Lot 130, Eoff and Chapline Addition.

1894 Oeed; 1 June, recorded in Deed Book 92, page 297. Dollar
Savings Bank to John S. Thoner $12,000,00 for part of Lot
129 and part of Lot 130, Eoff and Chapline Addition.

1958 Will, probated 30 September, recorded in Will Book 38, page
252. John S. Thoner devised to John J. Thoner and Louis F
Thoner "y estate both real and persoual " '

1972 Oeed 27 November, recorded in Deed Book 539 page 49. John -
;%" J. Thoner and Louis F. Thoner to Friends of Wheellng, Inc.
S 7.7$8,250.00. Parts of Lots 129 and 130 Eoff and Chapline '
-~ Addition. . : _ R
1973 Deed, 15 June, recorded in Deed Book‘543, page 277. Friends
' of Wheeling, Inc, to Charles A. Norton, et al $121,000.00
for north one third of Lot 129 and south 3' of Lot 130

Orlglnal plans, constructlon, etc Not known

Alterations and additionms: Mr, John J, ThOner, grandson of John

A. Thoner, builder of the building at 2238 Market Street, and son
of John Sebastian Thoner, knew a great deal about the three major
alterations to the original structure. He said that in 1835 John
Sebastian Thoner remodeled the front of the store. As it was orig-
inally built, the first floor store front had two doors and two
windows. In 1895 the main front door leading to the second floor
was left in place, but the shop door, which was centered between two
windows was moved to the far right and a single large display win-
dow was introduced.

In 1917 John Sebastian moved his family into the shop and remodeled
the second floor for their purposes. Mrs. Thoner did not 1ike the -

original arrangement of kitchen, dining reom and nantry on the first
floor behind the shop so her husband hired contractor Anton Prudhome
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to move these functicns up to the second floor. From 1913 to the
mid-1920s the store was operated as a plumbing shop, and after that
time it was used only for storage. The difference between commercial
and residential taxes was such that the Thoners abandoned completsly
the idea of living and working in the same building.

In 1972 the Friends of Wheeling, Inc. purchased %the Thoner House.
During their renovation they Temoved the =rap door and stairs waich
led from the back of the shop to the basement. They also Temoved

a stairway which connected the :hOp with the former kitchen dining
room and pantry at the rear of the building. Finally, they removed
the stairway which had connected the old kitchen with the second
floor and the basement. In this way they were able to create an
independent rental unit from the rear of the house. In this first
floor apartment area where the stairway was located is now 2 modern
kitchen unit, and the pantry has been converted into a bathroom.

Historical Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

John A. Thoner was born in Germany in 1832, Although trainéd to be a
weaver, upen his arrival in the United States in 1854, Thoner was com-
pelled to adopt a variety of callings including. gardener waiter, and
beer bottler. In 1868 he opened a small business which in 1878 enabled
him to build a "fine brick premises of three storles'? -

John J. Thoner, grandson of John A. Thoner, has in his possession a copy
.of Thoner's account with contractor John Grey as well as the cancelled

'ijichecks used as payment for the construction of the building, (See field -

"fjnotesjf The over-all cost of building the house "by contract” was $2970.
- 00. In addition there is a careful itemization of costs associated with
fitting out the structure for habitation. This list includes S pounds

of nails, 25¢; work on c¢oal house, $3.00; one door and frame and puttlng"'
in partltlon, $12. 00 265 feet of flooring for privy, $9.27.

On: June 1, 1881 Thoner ran an advertisement which read "John Thoner
takes this occasion of informing his old customers and the public, that
he has taken out coffee house license and fitted up a first class saloon
at his old stand. No. 2240 Market Street. His bar will be constantly
supplied with the best wines and liquors, beer and ale, that the Market
can produce." John A. Thoner died in 1886 at the age of 54 of cancer.
His son, John S. Thoner, assumed responsibility for the store .at his
death.

John §. Thoner was a man "nobody knew" and vet his son, John J. Thoner,
believes he was the rock of the family who watched for their best
interests and lsad a quiet and responsible 1ife.”™ John S. Thoner
remodeled the store fronmt in 1895 and later, in 1917 adapted the second
floor in compliance with his wife's wish to live on one floor. He dis-
continued the store during the late 1920s, as the tax costs involived

in maintaing a2 home and commercial establishment were very high.

E . . . . .- .
~Mr. John J. Thoner has a picture in his possession of his father, John S., standing
“in front of the store prior to its 1895 remodeling. Written on the window are the

' © words:

"Family Liquor Store'.
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saohn 7. znd Touis Thoner 3014 the Asuse In 1971 z2nd today it is onc
again operating as & combined residencs and siore.

C. Sources o Information:

Yewton, J. Z., Nichols, C. C., and Stranxie, A. C. Zistory of the
?anhandl_. Ohio. 3rccke, Zancocek, apd Marshsll Countias.  ikse
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Wnesling Daily Intelligencer. June 1, 1381.

Intervisws: Mr. John J. Thoner, 1 Sepzember, 1576. Mr., Thoner has
in his possession three old photographs of the Thoner douse., In
addition, he has the contractorts account with John A. Thoner and

crrcancelled checks used as payment for the comstruction of the Bdild-
ing.

Prepared by: Candace Reed
" Architectural Historian
Historic American
Buildings Survey
Summer, 1976

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATTION:

 A. ' General Statanent..r k ;ﬂiji ;"; _“.__._;:r o ._: _ . :; -

¢_Arch1tectura1 character°'1The building is a vernacular Italianate
. structure unltlng a flrst-flocr shop with a dwelllng unit above.
2;‘ Condltlon of fabrlc'. Good.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.770ver-all'diﬁension5° beventy feet by twenty-two feeb, three-bay
' front, two-and-a-half stories,

2. Layout, shape: Rectangular with a rectangular porch wing on the
rear,

3. TPoundations: Cut stone.

Y, Wall construetion, finish and colcor: Red brick masonry.
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ai system, Craming: Weoden timber spanning memers.

es, stoops, ouwikheads, ete: Theres {3 a2 wooden open covarad
at the second floor rear withi a small storage room attached.
is not ordiginal. ZIn the front there are three stone: steps

d“ng up o =ach antry. There is a second porch on ihe north

e of the bhulilding, toward the rear. It iz coverad a”d provided
he back living spaces as well as a rear exit ifrom the

is porch appears to be original. '
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T, Chimneys: There are %hre= arick chimneys on “he south side.
8. Openings:

a, Doors and doorways: There are two front exterlor enfrances.

To the lafs {zcr=h) are larze tanslad dcubls foors spening

20 2 fover znd smalrtase o Ths seccrd flgor. T2 the righs

15 <he public 2nswrances o <he sZore, The docrway o Sha laft
iz r*o;na_. Records indicate tnhe originael stcore entrance was
more to the ceater, EIxtending over and between the doors is

a bracketaed cornice with details similar to those of the roof
cornice. Over each doorway is a large tramsom. Thers are 4two

~emtrances to the rear living quarters while the door from the
store to the porch has been closed off.

b. Windows and shutters: There is a large display window on the
first floor. There were originally two double-hung two-over
two light windows on either side of a doorway. See photographs
for second-floor front windows, There are other windows on the
gide and rear. Of particular note are the shuttered first floor
windows on the north porch.

9. Roof:
a. Shape, covering: The front portion has a steep gable, with

the ridge parallel to the front, The rear section has a gable
intersectlng‘at 90 degrees to the front : : i

g B . e

N Cornlce, eaves: The roof‘has a partlcularly striking cornice
T o line across the front, The cornice is deep with four sets of
- supporting double brackets, scalloped demtils and a frieze
with a rectangular motif,

C. 'Description of Interior:

/1., Floor plans: The first floor has one open commercial space together
with a separate foyer and stalr forming the front section. The rear
section, originally connected direetly includes two rooms and a bath
(formerly a pantry) plus the side porch, The second floor has a
stair landing withk a small room over the front lower hall plus thres
large hack to back rooms, extending the full length of the house.
The third flcor is omly a one room loft, The basement extends Irom
the rear at least half the length of the tuilding to 2z wall. The
remainder wasg 1naccess$bl

. Stairways: There is a straighit run Su&;lf&f it an open well, lead-
ing tTo the upper floors along ths north wall of fthe .front secghion.
Another interior stairiexished in the rear sectioniof the honze hut

was removed at an earlier date. There is no interior stalr to the

basement.

(A9
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3. TFlooring: The entire first Zlgor of tkhe front section 1is carpeted.

The regr apartment, first Ticor, has the original wooden plank floor
. exposed in the front room, linoleum in xitchen. The second floor

has new wooden flocr’ in the three rooms and +tiles in the kitchen
at the rear.

Y. Wall and ceiling Pind cormer=fal shop spaces on the
IropT has Iour-IzoTe eadal Tongue and $Toove Walias-—
2sting araund lores W That 1= onsemrcrary walljaper
The “welre-Tlct-aizh ea:hed in decorative zressed tin.
The walls nnd zeilings = aparimant and second § ars

painted plaster, The third flecor loft is covered with plywcod
siding and has an acoustical tile ceiling. The basement walls are
exposed masonry.

5. Doors and doorways: The doors and deor casings throughout most of
the house are original.

6. Special decorative features: The tin ceiling is a strikingly hand-
some element of the building. There are also three interesting
wooden fireplace mantels on the second floor, although these are’
not original.

7. Notable hardware; The latches on many of the interior doors are
original. '

. 8. Mechan:z.cal equ:.pmen‘b Steam heating.

'_D._”'Slte and Surroundlngs,

. The bulldlng fronts dlrectly on the Market area and extends back to an

"alley at the rear. There is a grade change across the site, with grade

- belng about five feet higher in the rear. There is an abutting build~
ing to the south and another approx;mately six feet to the north. There
are no outbulldings.

Prepared by: dJohn McRae
' Architectural Historian
Historic American
Buildings Survey
September, 1976

PART IZT. PROIJICT INFCRMATICN
This projecc vas undertalken by the Iistoric Americzan Zulldings Iurvey under the general
iirection of John Popnelisprs, Chisf of ZABS, and Xezneth L. Anderscn, HABS Princizal
Architect, in cooperation with the Friends ol W ”eel&ng, Tne, The measarﬂd drawings were
nade during the summer of 1276 under the supervision of John McRae (University of
Florida) with architectural “Sschnicians Mark L. Hall, *oreman, {(Pennsylvania Stats Uni-
ity); Edward C. Fre,man CArizona State University) o Ruthis D. Wilsy (Mississippi
State University); Alan . Wilig {Cizy Col leae of New Eurx}, and architectural Hist
candace Reed (George Washington Universiiv ). The photographs were taken ln 877 %

FABS Photographer Jack Z. Zoucher,
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